
 

Welcome Back to School!
HC DrugFree's team

wishes you a safe and memorable year.

New Posters Created by HoCo Kids
and Delivered to 34 Schools

https://youtu.be/rS1N1adjV7g
https://files.constantcontact.com/9462ff79001/4de06402-93d6-4442-a3df-e3ca3f7e75c0.pdf?rdr=true


During the summer, HC DrugFree's staff worked with students from across
Howard County to gather youth feedback and create new educational



materials. The efforts resulted in 8 public service announcement posters
designed to address important and timely issues in our community.

Topics included: Maryland's Good Samaritan Law, vaping is smoking
(because our kids don't think it is!), weed/marijuana, managing anxiety,
fentanyl awareness, opioid overdose symptoms, how to respond to an
opioid overdose, and how to make a difference by joining HC DrugFree's
Teen Advisory Council. All posters direct students to more information about
the specific topic as well as how to get more involved this school year.

Last week, our team delivered these new posters along with several
previously developed posters about not sharing medication to 20 HCPSS
middle schools, 13 HCPSS high schools and Glenelg Country School. If you
see our posters in your child's school, please send us a picture or let us
know what you think of them (and be sure to thank the staff for displaying
them).

Together, we can educate our Howard County youth to make more
informed decisions and save lives.

MDOT: STOP ON RED

With schools back in session, more school
buses are back on the road. Now is a good
time to remind young drivers, friends and
family about the importance of stopping for a
school bus.

BE ALERT especially in school zones, near
school bus stops, and during times of the day
that students will be going to and coming
from school.

STOP FOR THE BUS because passing a school bus is illegal when its red
lights are flashing and the stop-arm is extended while stopped to load and
unload students.

REMEMBER students of all ages are unpredictable. It is your job as the
driver to obey traffic laws.

Learn More

Safe Schools Maryland

Safe Schools Maryland is an anonymous and
FREE reporting system available to students,
teachers, staff members, parents, and the
general public to report any school or student
safety concerns, including mental health
concerns. Safe Schools Maryland is
Maryland’s only official anonymous reporting

https://zerodeathsmd.gov/news/stop-on-red-knowing-when-to-stop-for-school-buses/


system. Safe Schools Maryland operates 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, and 365 days a
year. Your anonymous report can be
submitted by calling the tip line (1-833-MD-B-
SAFE / 1-833-632-7233), completing an
online form or downloading the free Safe
Schools Maryland app from the App
Store or Google Play.  

All students should feel comfortable in Maryland’s schools. Children and
young adults are stronger students when they feel safe and secure. Strong
students go on to serve as the foundation for strong communities. 

Safe Schools Maryland exists to ensure that our schools and our students
remain safe and secure. With Safe Schools Maryland, all interested
members of our communities are able to report their school and student
safety concerns anonymously and sec urely.  

To learn more about how this reporting system works please watch this
video: 

Learn More

HCPSS Policy 1050

The Howard County Public School System's Policy 1050 – Alcohol, Drug,
and Tobacco Free Environment establishes the educational and disciplinary
parameters needed to maintain an alcohol, drug, and tobacco free
environment. For more information and to review the policy click the button

tel:1-833-632-7233
https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/Pages/Tipline.aspx
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/safe-schools-md/id1437637299
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.p3tips.safeschoolsmd&hl=en_US
https://youtu.be/rS1N1adjV7g
https://schoolsafety.maryland.gov/Pages/Tipline.aspx


below.

Click
Here

Volunteers Needed for Back-to-School Activities

Each year, HC DrugFree's volunteer team attends HCPSS high school and
middle school Back-to-School activities as well as other community events
to support returning students, parents and staff.

Thank you to all our August 24 volunteers!!! Because of your willingness to
give of your time, we covered all of today's events.

We need many more adult and student volunteers for August 31st and
some September dates!!! Please look at the list of days/times and
volunteer for an hour.

It's easy work. Smile, hand a flier to each family, and you will be done in
less than an hour.

Community service hours are available for student volunteers. 

Volunteer

HoCo Police Remind Drivers

Message provided by the Howard County Police Department:

As students prepare to return to school next week, Howard County police
are working to ensure that children, parents and teachers arrive safely.
Through an annual back-to-school initiative known as H.A.S.T.E. (Helping
Arriving Students Through Enforcement), officers will focus on
enforcing driver and pedestrian safety in school zones.

Increased traffic patrols will be in place on roadways surrounding
elementary, middle and high schools for the first three weeks of the school
year. Officers will focus on drivers who are speeding, failing to stop for
pedestrians or driving distracted in those areas. They also will be checking
for seat belt and child safety seat use to ensure all occupants are properly
restrained.

Police are also reminding drivers that buses serving the Howard County
Public School System (HCPSS) have been outfitted with external cameras.
The purpose of the program, which launched last school year, is to ensure
student safety by discouraging motorists from passing buses illegally. The
state of Maryland’s fine for illegally passing a school bus is $250.

Additionally, the department’s speed camera program is designed to

https://policy.hcpss.org/1000/1050/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VolAug-Sept23


encourage drivers to slow down in school zones and has fines set at $40.
The cameras are rotated among various school zones in the county, which
are posted in advance and updated every week at hcpd.org. The site also
offers additional information on all the department’s automated enforcement
programs and answers to frequently asked questions.

New lighted stop signs have been distributed to all crossing guards in an
effort to improve visibility and the safety of students and guards. The signs
were funded by fines collected through HCPD’s Automated Enforcement
programs.

The police department will continue to conduct traffic safety education and
enforcement efforts throughout the school year.

Thank you, HCPD, for working to keep our children and families safe!

HC DrugFree's Teen Advi sory Council

HC DrugFree invites all Howard County students in grades 8-12 to join
our Teen Advisory Council (TAC.) Members of TAC meet once monthly
during the academic year and act as student ambassadors in their schools
and in the community.

Why join TAC?

Earn community service hours
Gain experience for job & college applications
Volunteer opportunities year round
Be a leader and role model in Howard County!

Join us for our first meeting of the 2023-24 school year on Monday,
September 11 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to learn more about TAC
and to see how you can get involved.

Learn More & Register 

International Overdose Awareness Day in HoCo

https://hcdrugfree.org/teen-advisory-council/


Download Printable Flier

Connect with Us

Join our social media community for more content and easy ways to
share important and potentially life-saving information with your friends

and network.

Remember: Knowledge is Power and together we can help keep our
community informed, safe, and IN THE KNOW!

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn!

https://files.constantcontact.com/9462ff79001/4de06402-93d6-4442-a3df-e3ca3f7e75c0.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.facebook.com/HCdrugfree/
https://twitter.com/hcdrugfree
https://www.instagram.com/hc_drugfree/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hc-drugfree/


For more information, contact:
Joan Webb Scornaienchi

Executive Director
HC DrugFree

Admin@hcdrugfree.org
www.hcdrugfree.org
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